Destined for Greatness
A s student debt hovers close to one trillion dollars in the United States, there has been debate in our society about the cost of higher education.
Dan Kadlec, in TIME Magazine's Moneyland section on educational financing wrote, "Student loans can quickly become a drag on a new grad's life, and on the economy too, as these young people struggle to pay interest bills when they might instead be buying cars and furniture." But consider this: the average student debt burden for a Cazenovia College graduate is $31,835, about the cost of a well-equipped Ford Taurus. I believe the bachelor's degree is a better investment. I am not just saying this because I am a college president. My own access to higher education was in large part due to student loans. I'm one of many who have achieved success thanks to their availability.
Even in these difficult times, it is better to have a baccalaureate degree. The November 2011 unemployment rates reported by the U.S. Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics are proof of that. Of high school graduates, 8.8 percent are unemployed, while of those with at least a bachelor's degree, only 4.4 percent are without jobs.
Derek Bok, of Harvard, famously said, "If you think education is expensive, try ignorance." President Emeritus and Professor Stephen Joel Trachtenburg, of George Washington University, agreed, writing, "Education makes possible a population essential to the proper functioning of a democracy..." There are many ways to limit borrowing to pay for higher education, but it has been noted that young people are not taught financial literacy in primary and secondary schools, and are thus unprepared to negotiate the maze of loans, grants and other ways to pay for college. This lack may have something to do with the current state of affairs.
Regardless of the methods of paying, higher education is a wise investment. Colleges and universities are as much part of the economy as auto and furniture manufacturers. Pamela Burdman, educational policy analyst and education reporter at The San Francisco Chronicle, wrote, "All signs suggest that the need for a strong education system will continue to grow as employers increasingly demand workers with strong analytical, interpersonal and communication skills.
Thirty thousand dollars worth of automobile begins depreciating the moment you drive it home. A baccalaureate degree is worth many times its original cost long after the loan is paid. Your education is an investment in yourself and in your future, and it will last the rest of your life. Instead of trading it in and starting over, you keep it; you use it to gain access to opportunities and build upon it. The more you use it, the better it will serve you in making a lasting impact on your life and the lives of others. 
Alumna and her horses accomplish international stardom together W orld-renowned Grand Prix rider Debbie Hecht Stephens '70 says it's not about the individual accomplishments along her four-decade ascent on the show jumping circuit. For this Caz alumna, it has been more about the connection ate, Stephens selected Cazenovia College "because it allowed me to remain near my parents and it was close to where I could still ride at a familiar stable." She added, "Getting a college degree was important to me but meant everything to my father. I cared more about academics for him, but everything else centered on riding; I knew it was what I wanted to do."
Her father died during her first year at Cazenovia, before she could share with him the joy of earning a college degree. This seemed to charge Stephens to work even harder. Despite financial hardship that she and her mother would face, she graduated from Cazenovia College with an associate in arts degree in liberal arts and continued her studies at Syracuse University, where she graduated with a degree in sociology.
Stephens moved to the Buffalo, NY area after graduation and it was there that she bonded with a special horse, Abdullah. She was approached by the horse's owners who were just down the road from the stables where she rode. They asked her if she thought he had any foreseeable talent in show jumping. It didn't take Stephens long to realize this horse had more than just talent; Abdullah was unbelievable and would soon help open doors for her that she had only imagined.
Participating as a U.S. Equestrian Team member riding Abdullah, Stephens went to the World Cup finals in Gutenberg, Sweden, qualifying as one of the ten top American qualifiers. She competed at and won the CSIO event in Rome, Italy -her first competition in Europe. This win catapulted her onto the international scene, and resulted in international clients who wanted her to ride their horses for them. This higher level of competition and stature also opened the door for large sponsorships that afforded her the ability to compete on the largest of stages.
Stephens was on a direct path to the Olympics. But a year before the Games were to begin, she was replaced as the rider atop Abdullah. "The owners desired a more experienced rider to go to the Olympics, " recalls Stephens, who points out that it was probably the right decision since "they won gold and silver medals."
Other horses would soon enter her life. After she moved to Philadelphia, she formed Centennial Farm, where she began to buy, develop and sell horses, and work with student riders. She continued to compete as a full-time international jumper, remained focused as a member of the U.S. team, and experienced victories and memorable moments along her climb to the top of the Grand Prix circuit, including that magical record-breaking night in 1982 when she, on Rocky Raccoon, cleared a 7'8" wall in the Greater Cincinnati Horse Show. Other career highlights include the American Invitational: 1983; the AGA Championships: 1988 , 1989 ; the 1991 Pan-American games in Cuba (bronze medal) at which she became the second-ranked world show jumping female; and the 1995 Pan-American games in Buenos Aires (bronze medal).
Meeting challenges and clearing obstacles along the way have been the norm for Stephens, but nothing more serious than in 2003. When competing at a Winter Equestrian Festival in Florida, she was thrown from a horse and sustained a broken neck and paralysis for eight hours. "I remember asking myself at the time if I would ever do this again, " she said. Yet, her love for the sport and determination to compete had her back in the very same ring where she was injuredincredibly just 90 days after this serious injury.
Stephens points out that she could never have returned on her own and that it was thanks to Cosequin's CEO, a horse she bred and raised from a foal. He was the perfect horse for her comeback as the two shared an incredible bond with one another. She had worked with him for years even though others claimed he was too big and not a show jumping horse. Following her injury, he provided the comfort and security she needed in order to make a successful comeback. Unfortunately, several years later, Cosequin would pass away, which led Stephens to once again question if she would ever ride again. But she decided to dedicate the rest of her career in honor of what she calls "her once-in-a-lifetime horse."
"Her bond with her horses is unparalleled, " shares husband, Steve, a life-long rider and U.S. Grand Prix competitor, who is an accomplished show jumping course designer best known for his work at the 2008 Summer Olympic Games in Beijing, China. "She loves her horses more than she cares about winning. They respond to her voice, her presence and the safe haven she has created for them, " says Steve, who added that it is no surprise she has aligned herself as a dedicated board member of Humane Equine Aid and Rapid Transport (HEART), an organization that provides emergency transportation services for injured or ill horses that need urgent care."
In discussing Centennial Farm, Stephens says the riding and teaching is the easiest thing she does. She refers to herself as a "problem solver, " managing all aspects of the operation from the financial and Stephens is proud of what she has and continues to accomplish. "I was destined to do all this -for decades I've been competing, training, developing and loving the moments, all the great horses, the people and experiences I've had." She points out that the one thing that has escaped her is competing in the Olympics. But her accomplishments and experiences leave her more than satisfied. "I have competed on a peer level with people who have mutual respect for me as a horsewoman, and I am someone who has discovered and taken multiple horses to a top international level on a frequent basis."
Debbie Stephens stands tall knowing she has made a substantial difference in the sport and to every single horse she has encountered. "I have brought out the best in them and made them the best they can be … that's my defining moment."
with her four-legged friends, her love and care of horses, and developing them to be international superstars.
Today, owner of a top show jumping operation, Centennial Farm, Stephens combines her ability in selecting and developing talented horses and riders with her high energy, strong work ethic and keen business management skills. And if that was not enough, she still finds the time to continue competing at the highest level of her sport.
Stephens competes just as much today as she has over the years, proudly pointing out that she competes in 30-35 events annually. "In our sport, you either go full-tilt or you don't go at all, " states Stephens, who spends more days on the road than she does at home, competing, scouting horses, going to symposiums, and attending sponsor's events. After fundraising efforts exceeded half the total cost of the new 240' x 360' field-a goal set forth by the College's Board of Trustees-the long-awaited project was given the green light. Clark Companies was poised and eager to install a high-quality, all-weather field for the College and its constituents, thus marking a new chapter in the Cazenovia College athletics story. For the first time in the College's history, all practices and games will now be held in its own backyard. Student-athletes will finally get to experience a much anticipated feelingthe home field advantage! Gone are the days of practicing on jagged terrain and playing home games off-campus due to improper and often unpredictable field conditions. The old field's uneven surface, combined with its compacted clay soil base and drainage issues, made the area unplayable and rendered the College incapable of hosting any NCAA-sanctioned postseason events as well.
The College is pleased to expand opportunities for both varsity and intramural student-athletes over the winter and spring months. Although Central New York winter weather tends to shorten athletic seasons considerably, the new turf field can be groomed to allow athletes to remain conditioned year-round. teaching today. I was always inspired by my teachers and sometimes even surprised by them, " she said. "They were and are the reasons I am here today!" "The amazing education that can be given to a child through a horse is indescribable, " she says. "I have seen it and I have felt it. To see the transformation in a child when the horse is doing the teaching is a special moment."
Eight Years Running
The highlight of the conference was Dr. Vincent DeBaun, president of Cazenovia College from 1971-75, who shared what he has learned during a lifetime devoted to education. He talked to a spellbound audience about his own education based on rote learning and memorization, such as "gazintas -you know, two goes into four, three goes into 12, and so on" -to his college years as an English major.
After citing some "truly frightening statistics, " about the state of education in the United States, he said, "It's critical not just for our nation internationally, but for our individual citizens, that they be far more advanced than they are, in grasping the principles of science and technology."
DeBaun noted the imperative need for excellent science and math teachers, and shared his own ideas for improvements to contemporary education. He stressed the importance of basic grounding in economics and finance education, and suggested separating students by ability, natural talent, and by gender.
He concluded by urging students "to take advantage of every moment here… devour all you can of great philosophy, science, economics, music, art, the whole incredible web of human achievement, human aspiration, human imagination." "The new field will extend our season; make us more competitive at the Division III level; allow us to recruit and retain quality students; and provide better opportunities for community programming, " said President Mark J. Tierno. Dr. Kim Wieczorek, director of the Education and Child Studies Program, says, "Our education programs are distinctive because students get into the classroom beginning in their first semester; both programs now have dual certification focused on inclusive education; and students get a good deal of one-on-one attention from full-time faculty." Wieczorek says, "Our graduates qualify for initial certification and need to obtain three years of teaching experience, with one of those years mentored; and a master's degree, in order to obtain the professional level of certification."
Most graduates of Cazenovia's inclusive programs and dual certifications plan to work in special or inclusive classrooms. The qualifications signal to hiring principals that Cazenovia College graduates can work with students from diverse backgrounds at all levels.
Keeping up with the sciences: new program offers degrees in biology
The National Academy of Science warned in 2005 that unless the United States improved the quality of math and science education at all levels, it would continue to lose economic ground to foreign competitors. Cazenovia College is committed to a role in meeting that challenge.
In the 2012 fall term, the College will offer a new bachelor of arts degree in general biology, preparing students for careers in the health professions, teaching, advanced studies, or careers outside of biology that require a strong foundation in the field. A bachelor of science degree in environmental biology will provide students with knowledge critical to careers as diverse as ecological research, conservation, wildlife biology and environmental consulting.
Dr. Donald McCrimmon, vice president for academic affairs, notes that "In the last 50 years, both the breadth and depth of biological information have grown enormously. From molecular biology to ecology, vast amounts of new knowledge are providing unprecedented opportunities to cure disease, understand evolution, and steward the earth." According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, employment of biological scientists is projected to grow much faster than the average for all occupations. "Cazenovia College also will prepare the biology teachers of tomorrow, " McCrimmon says, "helping to improve our country's dismal ranking in science instruction, while inspiring up-andcoming high school students to seek careers in biology and the biologicallybased sciences. Strengthening basic science education, neglected for decades, is essential for the nation to remain an economic and technological leader in the 21st century."
Author Diana Abu-Jaber Talks The book is a culinary memoir of AbuJaber's experiences growing up in a foodobsessed Arab-American family; each chapter is developed around one of her father's traditional Middle Eastern recipes. Tim McLaughlin, professor of history and dean of the First Year Program, says, "The book was chosen because of its direct relevance to students' lives, such as concepts of family and pursuit of higher education." Emily Demarest, a freshman interior design major in Professor Betsy Moore's Home Sweet Home seminar, was interested in the way Abu-Jaber portrayed food in her memoir. "The food in Abu-Jaber's story was an outlet, as well as a way of describing each character's personality. I really appreciated her unique take on food and its role in family life." Abu-Jaber was born in Syracuse, New York, to an American mother and a Jordanian father.
New Faculty Members Welcomed
Three new faculty members joined Cazenovia College this past fall. (L-R) Michelle Brimecombe, assistant professor and director of the Sport Management Program, earned a master of science degree from Georgia Southern University, and is completing her Ph.D. at Florida State University; Jessica Rivait, visiting instructor of academic writing, earned her Ph.D. from Michigan State University; Erica Miller, assistant professor of education, earned her doctor of education degree from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
She was seven when her family moved to Jordan for two years, and since then she has divided her life between the two countries.
The act of writing a memoir is "finding ways of seeing, claiming and expressing experience, " Abu-Jaber said. She spoke about her fears of angering people by telling their secrets in the book. "You can't be afraid to do that, " she says. "We want to know the blood and the guts -the true things. My story was full of fights, of cultural collisions, and I had to decide to take the lumps for telling it, because this is where the truth resides."
Demarest noted that the author's visit changed her preconceived notions. Reading the book made her believe that Abu-Jaber was more serious and rather resentful of her family. "At the lecture, she had me laughing; she seemed just like everyone else, a very down-to-earth person. This surprise made me like her even more because I could relate to her more."
Writing The Language of Baklava was a learning experience for Abu-Jaber, just as reading it was for students in the First Year Program. Abu-Jaber told her audience, "Cultural expectations affect your life experience, and food has been a big part of mine. Get your audience to live with you. One perfect, fluent sentence is the entrée into a conversation." Selleck's primary research interest is design activism, exploring topics such as causerelated marketing, mothers and war, and political propaganda. She has received several research grants and her work has been displayed at the Center for the Study of Political Graphics in Los Angeles, and the Powerhouse Arena in Brooklyn.
She has produced graphic and web design work for non-profit organizations such as the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network and Native Planet. Recent publications include pieces for the Syracuse Cultural Workers, the Syracuse Peace Council, and the Nordic Journal of English Studies.
She is chair of the Marketing/Website Committee of the board of the HOPE for Ariang Foundation; serves on the board of directors of ArtRage Gallery in Syracuse; and is an area chair for the Mid-Atlantic Popular American Culture Association.
11
Bringing it Home:
The Power of Design
By Laurie Gilmore Selleck
The heat was intense. The dust was blinding. 
My son was in Troop B. It was March 2003.
World news had gotten my attention like never before. My life had become like a Martha Rosler collage. Specifically, in her "Bringing the War Home" series, she pasted images of war into an American living room, thereby forcing us to see two very different human experiences at once, one of everyday life in America and one of the horrors of war. I had soldiers, politicians, death, and weapons in my living room and I could not turn away.
On the eighth day of the war, my class was having a critique of movie posters they had designed. One of the students had designed a poster for the Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers. This was the movie that I watched with my son at Fort Stewart, Georgia, as he waited to deploy. Another student in the class turned 22 that day, the same age as my son. These coincidences, combined with my non-stop intake of news, made it impossible for me to conduct the class in a business-as-usual manner. More important, it made me question why I would ever want to again. The critique turned to a discussion of war and current events.
I found myself vowing to teach visual communications beyond its commercial applications. It was time to teach it as a force that could empower students to incite action, to sway opinion, and to reveal truths. As designer Victor Papanek said in Design for the Real World, "Design can and must become a way in which young people can participate in changing society."
I became a student of graphic design for social change. I studied war propaganda, design theory, the history of social movements, and education for empowerment. I wrote a new course called Protest & Propaganda whose purpose was to teach my students the real power of the skills they had been learning. This course examines the role and responsibility of socially focused design and helps develop techniques in which students create with cultural awareness and persuasive visual dialog.
A few years later, I wrote a course called Power to the People for the First Year Seminar program. This course, broader in nature, demonstrates how poetry, film, graffiti mural art, visual art, graphic art, theater, television, fashion, and music have been used to raise awareness and transform society. At the same time, and whenever I could, I also added projects with a social element in many of my other courses. The results have been some of the most rewarding moments of my teaching career.
My students have stenciled protest graffiti and displayed it around campus. Each year these projects have been "lifted " from their locations -to be found in dorm rooms and offices, enabling the conversations they started to continue long after they disappear from the College's public spaces. My students have held visual debates on immigration and healthcare, and addressed the presidential election in the form of an Informed Voters postcard campaign. They have formed design collectives, teams of designers creating for a specific Rise from the Ashes: Reflections of 9/11 cause, to fight for human rights, world peace, environmental issues, and an end to illegal music downloading. Probably the most poignant project so far has been for the 10th Anniversary of 9/11. The Protest & Propaganda and the Power to the People classes combined to research, visualize, and construct a memorial to those events ten years ago. Most of the students had only experienced that day as children. They had never really comprehended the horror or the impact. Their reflective essays on the project indicated that the majority of them were particularly moved by their role in creat-M y life became a marathon of 24-hour television news. Since there was an embedded reporter with my son's unit of the Third Infantry Division, I spent every waking moment when I was not in the classroom watching to see if I could get a glimpse of him from the images being sent home from the battlefront. I set up a map at my house and followed the troop's daily progress. I took screen shots of the vehicles and showed them to friends as if they were family photos. I even set up my computer to receive live feed television so I could record it when I was unable to watch.
At one point Walter Rogers, the embedded reporter with my son's unit, was interviewing a member of the Third Infantry Division, when a terrified look came over the lieutenant. They cut out from the interview to take cover and the last shot I saw was incoming missiles. I paced for forty-five minutes not knowing if the "weapons of mass destruction" I had heard so much about were raining down on my son and his comrades. Horrific images filled my mind until I finally learned otherwise.
ing this memorial that so spoke to their professors and classmates. This project not only showed my students the power of design; it put that power in their hands.
Perhaps in the future, if and when my students find world events intruding upon their lives as they did on 9/11, and into their living rooms as I did during the Iraq war, they will have the knowledge, perspective, and tools to dedicate themselves to affecting a positive outcome.
This past September, Professor Laurie
Selleck's Protest and Propaganda class, and her First Year Seminar: Power to the People, created a memorial, Rise from the Ashes: Reflections on 9/11, to recognize the 10th anniversary of the September 11 terrorist attacks.
The memorial is a recollection of the day in words and images, with quotes from victims and survivors. Viewers were invited to write on the towers, sharing their own memories of the tragedies. The project also included a panel discussion about the creation of the piece and its significance to the artists and the public during the Wheler Family Conference. The volunteer program began in 2010, spearheaded by former Cazenovia College assistant professor, Mona Ivey-Soto. The program has continued under the guidance of Dr. Kim Wieczorek, associate professor of education. "This is a wonderful opportunity for our students, " she says. "The teachers at the West Side Learning Center welcome the assistance."
A typical session at the learning center teams two student teachers and one instructor with a group of four to six adult students. They read together, helping each other with pronunciation and meaning of words and phrases, then discuss the reading and write about it in journals.
"These people have so much knowledge from their cultures, but don't know how to express it here in the United States, " says senior Ashlea Osborne. "Working with adult learners opened my eyes to aspects of education, language, culture, and the promise of a better tomorrow for them."
Osborne's thoughts are echoed by senior Katherin E. Hurlbut, who says that teaching adult English language learners is very different from teaching children. "Most of the people we teach have had important jobs -some were teachers and doctors in their home countries. It's a great feeling knowing that helping to teach them English is helping them achieve their dreams here." "I can't imagine coming to a country and not knowing the language, " says senior Amy L. Quackenbush, "Many of these students have lived hard lives, and I am glad that they have a place like the West Side Learning Center to start fresh."
The students come from countries including Bosnia, Puerto Rico and Cuba. 
SAVE THE DATE!!
The 2012 Cazenovia College Open will be held on Monday, August 13, 2012. Alumni athletes gathered during Homecoming/Family
Weekend for scrimmages against current student-athletes. The first ever "Third Thursday" Young Alumni gathering was held on November 17. Guests enjoyed refreshments and the chance to visit with fellow Cazenovia College alumni. 
SKANEATELES, NEW YORK

DeCeMBeR 2011
The Albany Chapter of the Cazenovia College Alumni Association hosted their annual December luncheon in Albany. Several alumni and friends of the College gathered to celebrate the holidays.
ALBANY, NEW YORK
DeCeMBeR 2011
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70th Year
Jeanne Moore Cordts
65th Year
Our 65th honored year will be celebrated June 8 -10. I hope you will consider returning to Cazenovia College for this special weekend. If it has been a while since you have visited, you will definitely want to consider returning in June. The campus and village are as beautiful as ever. I look forward to seeing you in June!
Marilyn Adams Lewis
60th Year
Save the date! It's our 60th Reunion: June 8 -10. Can you believe our class has reached another "honored" year? I hope you are giving some thought to returning to campus for a memorable weekend. Reunion will be filled with a number of events and gatherings that will give us the opportunity to reconnect and reminisce. I look forward to a good turnout in June at Reunion. Save the date and plan to attend!
Joan Walsh Brandt
55th Year
If you are interested in helping reach out to your class or if you have lost touch with a classmate and would like to reconnect, please contact Shari Whitaker, director of alumni relations, at 315.655.7332 or sswhitaker@ cazenovia.edu. The most successful Reunions are the result of classmates contacting each other in advance to plan, so we are happy to assist you in any way we can. We welcome your participation and any suggestions you may have to help your 55th Reunion be the best for your class!
50th Year
It's hard to believe fifty years have passed since we were at Cazenovia. It seems like just yesterday we were walking the halls and campus. The years have flown by and now we will be celebrating another Reunion. But this one is special as it's our 50th year since graduation, a milestone in our lives. I hope you will plan to attend Reunion in June to celebrate this momentous occasion with your classmates. Please call your friends and make plans to meet them in Cazenovia June 8 -10. Hope you all have a wonderful winter and spring!
Margot Burgheimer
45th year
If you are interested in helping reach out to your class or if you have lost touch with a classmate and would like to reconnect, please contact Shari Whitaker, director of alumni relations, at 315.655.7332 or sswhitaker@ cazenovia.edu. The most successful Reunions are the result of classmates contacting each other in advance to plan, so we are happy to assist you in any way we can. We welcome your participation and any suggestions you may have to help your 45th Reunion be the best for your class!
40th Year
Class of 1972! Hope you all got my letter about our 40th Reunion next June! It is going to be a WONDERFUL time so plan on attending! Be sure to pull out those bell bottom jeans and a tie-dyed t-shirt to wear Saturday night. Wendy Dibble CarterSmith came up with the idea of getting a yellow t-shirt and dying it. Love it! So mark your calendars for the 2nd weekend in June. Call all your Caz friends and get them to come and have a fun-loving time! Feel free to email me at mwalke3@rochester.rr.com if you have any questions. 
Mary "MJ" Kilian Walker Vice President -Cazenovia College Alumni Board President -Rochester Chapter Alumni Association
35th Year
Karen Doyle Krenzer and Terry Neff Thurley
30th Year
Class of '82, it's our 30th reunion and you just have to come! You don't want to miss this opportunity to see old friends and remember old times (well, not that old). Plans are underway to make Reunion 2012 the best ever. If it's been ages since you've been back to Caz, don't waste another moment…contact your classmates and mark your calendars for June 8-10, 2012. See you there!
Kim Gallup Ladd and Mary O'Connor Wiser
25th Year
What's up, Class of 1987? It's going to be great seeing many of you for Reunion 2012-our 25th honored year! SAVE THE DATE: June 8 -10. Let's make it the best Reunion ever.
Johnny Arrindell
20th Year
SAVE THE DATE! Reunion 2012 is June 8 -10. Mark your calendars and plan on attending our 20th Reunion. A number of events are planned that will give you the opportunity to reconnect with friends so NOW is the time to contact classmates and encourage them to attend along with you. It would be awesome to have a strong turnout from our class. I look forward to seeing you in June!
Dacia Banks
15th Year
If you are interested in helping reach out to your class or if you have lost touch with a classmate and would like to reconnect, please contact Shari Whitaker, director of alumni relations, at 315.655.7332 or sswhitaker@cazenovia.edu. The most successful Reunions are the result of classmates contacting each other in advance to plan, so we are happy to assist you in any way we can. We welcome your participation and any suggestions you may have to help your 15th Reunion be the best for your class!
10th Year
Class of 2002, can you believe it's been 10 years? Mark your calendars for Reunion 2012, June 8-10, and start making plans to reconnect with friends. I hope to see you all there!
Monica Everdyke
5th Year
Class of 2007! Believe it or not, this coming May will mark five years since graduation! It's hard to believe how fast the time has flown. Within those five years, many of us have started our careers, continued on to graduate school, gotten married and even bought houses. The class of 2007 is an honored year at the annual Reunion Weekend this coming June! There will be some great events that will allow us to relive our time at Caz. Mark your calendars for June 8-10! Spread the word to fellow alumni. We look forward to seeing you there! 
1990
Michelle Marks-Hook '90 writes that she has accepted a new position at the University of Rochester as assistant director of alumni and parent relations career programs.
Jennifer Tanner McConnell '90
writes, "After graduation I worked in retail for 10 years, then I went into the medical field. I worked in an orthopedic doctor's office (billing department), and then I went to River Hospital in Alexandria Bay. I was married in 1992 and have since had two beautiful boys, Carson (2000) and Kaden (2002 in designing fashions for our winery. We were in the design stage of our tasting room and sales floor and were exploring the types of products that Magnus Ridge would be marketing, " said Sandy. Waale was quick to respond, telling Sandy that she had just the right students in mind. Now a proud alumnus, Craig Couture '11 of Lincoln, Rhode Island, was a senior interior design major/ studio art minor when selected by Waale to contribute to the project as part of his advanced sculpture course. "I wanted to design glass windows and chandeliers that had meaning and related to the rustic qualities of Magnus Ridge, " said Couture.
Couture, who met with the Downeys and the architects from Ramsgard Architectural Design, and discussed the construction of the main chandelier with the builder, Meyda Tiffany, is grateful for the professional experience to which he was exposed. "It was a rewarding opportunity to design a product for a real client, to deal with actual budget guidelines, and to incorporate a variety of internal and external factors into what I ultimately designed."
In addition to the wine labels and t-shirt designs created by recent fashion design graduate Katherine Mahoney '11, of Fishers Landing, New York, Professors Kim Waale, Jo Buffalo, and studio art major Melissa Schleifer launched an exciting project this past summer with the Downeys. They prototyped and produced a variety of "green" products, all made from recycled wine bottles, for the winery's gift shop. Titled sm.ART, the collaboration between students and faculty includes the design and production of cheese platters, vases, tumblers, bells, water bottles, coasters, dishes and more.
"Sandy came to the glass studio at South Campus to see our work and loved everything! She placed a large order and told us that we have the exclusive rights to sell in her gift shop, " shared Waale, who added that the Downey's purchase includes plans to donate 50 percent of the sm.ART proceeds back to the Studio Art program at the College for the purchase of tools, equipment and supplies and to help support interested students. "We are proud of what we have developed and envision this initiative to eventually become an entirely studentrun project, one that will be ongoing with Magnus Ridge for years to come." Sandy added, "The students and faculty have not only created many designs, all of which we have for sale, but have also come up with accessories for their products. Our customers love their works of art! It makes for some fantastic conversation when a customer enters the building."
Establishing close ties between business and education is important to Matt and Sandy Downey. "Programs like FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology) and Project Legos help to inspire and develop our youth in middle and high schools, " said Matt, who also believes strongly that colleges like Cazenovia help facilitate the flow of ideas in solving real world challenges. "The numerous innovative solutions offered from the vast diversity of students is something very difficult to achieve within the traditional business community. Hopefully the act of going beyond textbooks; tackling real world business challenges; and seeing those ideas developed and brought to the marketplace is as beneficial to the students as it has been for us at Magnus Ridge."
The partnership has been mutually advantageous for both parties. According to Sandy, "It has been such fun working with Cazenovia College staff and students. We hope that the experiences they are gaining help them as much as they have helped us to bring a unique, creative flair to our business. They should all be very proud of what they have created." Waale praised the Downeys for enthusiastically involving the College in Magnus Ridge in many positive ways. "I can't put into words what Sandy and Matt's patronage has meant to us. Their unfaltering faith in our students and faculty is incredible and has led to invaluable opportunities, " said Waale.
While the Finger Lakes-grounded winery is not physically located in Cazenovia, it is a refreshing thought knowing that the budding operation has strong ties to the Village of Cazenovia and Cazenovia College. The ongoing partnership is on full display and one for which we can all be proud.
Matt and Sandy expect Magnus Ridge
Winery to always be a work in progress and expect it to grow indefinitely. "We think that getting to create and work at something you love is the ultimate accomplishment and wherever that process leads is fine with us." Situated along the southwestern edge of Seneca Lake, the Rock Stream, New York winery is a new business operation in the Finger Lakes Region, a thriving destination with a touch of Cazenovia College scattered throughout.
Acting on the recommendation of a good friend, Cazenovia College Professor of Art Kim Waale, Sandy reached out to Cazenovia College in 2010 seeking to work with students to design some of the signature focal points of the winery's tasting building.
"Our goal for the winery is to create an environment for people to enjoy and experience a true travel experience, " shared Sandy, who is quick to point out how instrumental Cazenovia College students have been to the evolution of the winery from the beginning. Having attended the College's fashion events over the years got Matt and Sandy thinking about the ideal opportunity available to them … working with and benefiting from talented students who could assist in designing a unique clothing line, wine labels, and glasswork, including a massive 9-foot-diameter chandelier for the main entrance and tasting area, chandeliers for the three other tasting rooms, and two wine bottle windows, to name just a few design initiatives. "I asked Kim if she knew of any students at the College who would be interested She speaks at Cazenovia College Open Houses about her college experience and to new students during Orientations about the value of giving back to the College. She works every year at the Alumni Golf Tournament. She assists with fundraising and other projects on campus. And she is involved with planning the next alumni reunion, where her class will be one of the honored years. She says, "I want to keep exploring where the College can go and how it can continue giving its students the best experiences possible."
Students, both past and present, give many reasons for choosing Cazenovia. Johnson laughs, "Cazenovia College kind of chose me! I wanted to go to a particular university because of its photography program, but I was also accepted at Cazenovia. I fell in love with Caz."
Johnson changed her major twice before finding her niche in social science. An internship at Armstrong Communications in Syracuse led her to her career in lobbying and government affairs. After a second internship at Armstrong, and part time work during her senior year, she was offered the position of assistant project manager. Now, after five years, Johnson is Armstrong's director of media and public affairs.
"At Cazenovia, I built close relationships with fellow students and with faculty and staff, " says Johnson. "The admissions literature talks about how once you come to Caz you become part of the Cazenovia family. That is very true for me. I met my husband, Brendt [Johnson '06], at Cazenovia and seven members of our wedding party were Cazenovia alumni. While we were students, we introduced several of our family members to our Caz friends, and some of them ended up getting married."
Giving back to the institution was important to Johnson while she was a student, and she loves the fact that current students are able to benefit from things she and other alumni worked to improve. "Their experiences will be even better than mine, and I hope they will continue the chain." 
CAZENOVIA COLLEGE ONLINE COMMUNITY is your link to campus and all things alumni!
Search for friends, update your alumni profile, submit class notes and photos, and register for exciting events taking place on campus or in your area on this "Cazenovia College only" online community.
Register at http://alumnicommunity.cazenovia.edu. Scholarships are also very important to August, since financial assistance made it possible for her to attend Cazenovia College. She encourages alumni to keep supporting scholarship funds. "Each institution has to grapple with costs, and factor in the type of students they want to attract. I want the College to continue doing well, " August says. "My hope is that our students will have the same great experiences here that I did, and that even if they go on to other institutions, they will always remember Caz." 
J O I N T O D A Y !
Cazenovia Honors Basketball Alumni
1,000 Points Scored banners now on display
On Saturday, November 12, the men's and women's basketball teams honored alumni by hosting alumni basketball games. The current women's team faced off against the women's alumnae, and the current men's team took on the men's alumni. In between the games, the College honored its basketball alumni stand-outs by unveiling two "1,000 Points Scored" banners. The 2011 women's soccer team overcame some early adversity and rallied behind Head Coach Lauren Pacelli to finish the season strong, with a 5-5-2 record in NEAC play, just missing the playoffs. While this year's seniors will be missed, the majority of the team will be returning, led by second team all-conference performer Jenna Heffernan (Ballston Spa, NY).
The 2011 women's cross country team excelled on the course this year. Head Coach Erin Kelly, who leads the men's and women's programs, could not be more proud of both teams. One benefit of working at Cazenovia College is the opportunity to take classes. A typical story is that of Sylvia Needel '04, who started as an administrative assistant in the Campus Services Office and was eventually tapped for a position with the Communications Office. She earned a degree in liberal studies, primarily through evening classes. She says, "I was born to be a writer, and at Caz I achieved my dreams, both in the classroom and in my career."
On the other end of the spectrum is Marlo Colletto '11, who earned a degree in English. Not sure of her next step, she applied for an opening in the Admissions Office and was hired as an assistant director. She says, "I see my job as a way of paying forward what Cazenovia has meant to me and making that experience a possibility for prospective students."
There are some who graduated, found jobs, and then returned. Peter Way '03 was working in Boston when he was invited to coach the College's baseball team. "I was excited about the opportunity to help current students, and show future students that Cazenovia is a great option for a lot of different people, " he says. Today, Way is doing just that through his dual role as head baseball coach and director of the Annual Fund, recruiting and coaching student-athletes and raising funds to assure that every Cazenovia student gets the best education possible.
Jeanne "Betty" Priest Putney '53 and Sheila Smith Marsh '71, are two Junior College graduates who share similar paths. Putney married, had children, and then returned to Cazenovia, holding a number of positions over five decades. After retiring briefly, she returned parttime to her position as executive assistant to the chief financial officer. Marsh learned about an open position through a Caz faculty member and, over the past two decades, has served as director of alumni affairs and director of the Higher Education Opportunity Program. She says, "The most valuable part of my work is that I can help students who are at risk to achieve a college education." 
